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Action for REACH OUT was officially established in
1993. We offer services and support to women working
in the sex industry. We firmly believe that sex work is a
legitimate occupation and we advocate the acceptance
of sex workers’ rights and decriminalisation of sex work.

AFRO is a registered charitable organisation, a member
of Hong Kong Women'’s Coalition on Equal Opportunities,
the Hong Kong Coalition of AIDS Services Organizations,
the Hong Kong Council of Social Service, and the Global
Alliance against Traffic in Women.
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We believe that for the advancement of society, every
individual’s personal freedom, dignity and basic human
rights should be protected and promoted. Society should
embrace diversity and facilitate the efforts of all sectors
to bring about necessary social change to enable all
persons to enjoy their human rights.

We endeavour to ensure that every sex worker has the
rights to:

-- Obtain fair treatment by law;
-- Be free from coercion and violence;
-- Safeguard her/his own health;

-- Be treated as a person, a service provider, and not as
a commodity;

-- Have the terms of contracts honoured and not
changed without consent.
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Ms. Victoria CHEUK Chiu Man

Dr. Francois FONG Yeung

Ms. PANG Sui Fong

Mr. HO Wai Ming

Mr. KAM Man Fai

Mr. LAU Tsz Chun

Ms. Nancy LEUNG LUI Mo Ching
Ms. Moyreen TILBROOK

Ms. Winnie YUEN Wing Yan

Mrs. Anne Marden
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Executive Director: Kendy YIM Kit Sum
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Senior Programme Officer: Cherry CHUI Man Chi
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52 & #m Sylvan PANG Sze Wan
HZ%'\I'VEIEE(%H&) . RECE Social Work Officer (P/T): LEUNG Kai Man

ERTE SE4AEE Accountant (P /T): Lucy TAM Yee Ha
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To quickly conclude 2016, | would like to thank all staff
members, donors, volunteers and members for their
support and sex workers for their trust. Without them, it
would not have been a stable year for AFRO.

In the past year, there had been rapid changes and
increasing uncertainties in the Hong Kong society. Issues
about sex workers were rarely paid attention to.
However, from the media the public can still see that
sex workers are exposed to all sorts of risks and in lack
of protection. Decriminalisation of sex work thus can no
longer be delayed.

In 2017, there will be a significant change in the Hong
Kong Government. We do not know whether there will
be implication on the sex industry. But the one thing that
we can be sure of is that AFRO will stay cautious and
prepared, and continue to work with sex workers for
fairness and justice.
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To a small-scale NGO, financial and human resources
are always big issues. In the past year, the financial
condition of AFRO was not perfectly ideal yet
fortunately stable enough. However, due to some
changes in the staff team, to certain extent we were
forced to be “satisfied” with the long established and
proven-to-be-effective framework, and based on that to
carry on with our existing and planned work. The plan
for exploring potential development areas, was
therefore slowed down.

Fortunately, the full team of AFRO is now back! In the
coming year, with confidence and momentum, we, as a
team, shall move forward. We are obliged to thank all
volunteers, members, sex workers and friends for their
support and assistance. With that, we are always
determined and confident to overcome barriers and
difficulties.
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In the past year, we continued to provide various

services to female sex workers, including 24 hours
hotline, AFRO Clinic, AFRO Shop, visits, accompanying
and referrals etc. Also, through outreach, online outreach,
drop-in centre-based activities, we provided all round
health, occupational safety, legal and rights education

as well as empowerment activities.

We have kept ourselves updated of development of the
sex industry and adjusted our work strategies
accordingly, so as to adequately provide resources and
flexible service arrangements for particular groups, such
as non-venue-based sex workers who are more hidden,
those working in small-scale massage parlours which
have been blooming in recent years, and ethnic
minorities sex workers who are in lack of support in
Hong Kong.
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No. of Visits by Sex Workers to AFRQO’s Drop-in Centre %y'
(7/2015-6/2016) pcion 9

REME Place of Origin | EI55 A X No. of Visits

2015/16 2014/15
78 Hong Kong 2308 (83.17%) 1900 (82.14%)
Ch [ A PE Mainland China 402 (14.49%) 382 (16.52%)
JE/2ZE The Philippines 37 (1.33%) 17 (0.73%)
Z=# Thailand 28 (1.01%) 3 (0.13%)
HAh Other 0 (0.00%) 11 (0.48%)

#8210 Total 2775 (100%) 2313 (100%)



1.2 SPREBHE T EEAR =g
No. of Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers %y'.
(7/2015-6/2016) Acion o)

REME Place of Origin | 35 A X No. of Contacts

2015/16 2014/15
&8 Hong Kong 3480 (77.94%) 2993 (71.91%)
P A PE Mainland China 205 (4.59%) 194 (4.66%)
JEfEE The Philippines 512 (11.47%) 714 (17.16%)
Z=# Thailand 219 (4.90%) 240 (5.77%)
HAf Other 49 (1.10%) 21 (0.50%)

48 24 Total 4465 (100%) 4162 (100%)
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No. of Outreach and Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers

(7/2015-6/2016)

T
{E4BFf Work Place

01/(\ Centre-based

B IE Bar

~HIOK/ R iR
Karaoke Nightclub

RE/EEE/ A
Sauna/Hair Salon /Foot Spa
One-sex worker Apartment
788 Street
HA Other

#2E1 Total

SNFE Outreach
2015/16

786 (17.60%)
512 (11.47%)

1254 (28.09%)

1554 (34.80%)

359 (8.04%)
0 (0.00%)
4465 (100%)

2014/15
1059 (25.44%)

432 (10.38%)

1006 (24.17%)

1312 (31.52%)

353 (8.48%)
0 (0.00%)
4162 (100%)

2015/16
37 (1.33%)
289 (10.41%)

341 (12.29%)

1193 (43.00%)

589 (21.23%)
326 (11.75%)
2775 (100%)

2014/15
7 (0.30%)
326 (14.09%)

294 (12.71%)

837 (36.19%)

553 (23.91%)
296 (12.80%)
2313 (100%)
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No. of AFRO Clinic Service used by Sex Workers ,%y'
(Outreach and Centre-based) (7/2015-6/2016) Action for
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REMIE Place of Origin | EFAARFE R EL No. of Service Used

2015/16 2014/15
&8 Hong Kong 953 (75.28%) 991 (75.36%)
thE APE Mainland China 89 (7.03%) 79 (6.01%)
SE{2E The Philippines 159 (12.56%) 164 (12.47%)
Z= B Thailand 59 (4.66%) 81(6.16%)
HE A1t Other 6 (0.47%) 0 (0.00%)

48 24 Total 1266 1315 (100%)
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No. of Hotline Calls made by Sex Workers %y'.
(7/2015-6/2016) Acton o

REXEL No. of Calls
2015/16 2014/15
&8 Hong Kong 1658 (94.10%) 1665 (26.41%)
B K PE Mainland China 29 (1.65%) 16 (0.93%)
JE/2ZE The Philippines 33 (1.87%) 17 (0.98%)
22 Thailand 36 (2.04%) 21(1.22%)
HAh Other 6 (0.34%) 8 (0.46%)

#8210 Total 1762 (100%) 1727 (100%)
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No. of Online Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers

(7/2015-6/2016)

28315 T Communication Channel

HHI-' m |_.| *A A FI:H/ N

Private messages through the internet
(internet forums/social media)

F R EFRZE IV Mobile apps
FHEKRBEN SMS
mL.\%Z Total

1 #8 AR No. of Contacts

2015/16
1330 (6.41%)

4873 (23.50%)
14530 (70.08%)
20733 (100%)

2014/15
1643 (6.75%)

2062 (8.47%)
20641 (84.78%)
24346 (100%)
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In the past year, apart from participating in talks and
accepting media interviews, we also organised series of
workshops and trainings to assist the public to
understand more about the situation of sex workers, in
the hope that discrimination against sex workers can be
eliminated and more support towards sex workers can
be obtained.

With the support from Beat Drugs Fund and The AIDS
Trust Fund, we organised professional training, volunteer
training and public education workshops, to share with
the participants on drug use and sexual health related
issues of sex workers, to explore the structural factors
behind and to debunk the stereotypes.
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of sex workers after the screening and enjoyed the
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AFRO participated in Community Stakeholders
Consultation Meeting for Development of Recommended
HIV /AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong (2017-2021) held
in Oct and Nov 2015 to share our opinions on HIV /AIDS
prevention in Hong Kong.

AFRO urged Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS
(HKACA) to make sure that it can keep pace with WHO
and UNAIDS, and confirm that decriminalisation of sex
work is one of the useful strategies for HIV /AIDS
protection, and that condoms should no longer be
collected and accepted as evidence for prostitution
related prosecution.
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AFRO joined the seminar “Harmfully Isolated: Criminalising Sex
Work in Hong Kong” co-organised by Amnesty International
Hong Kong (AIHK) and Gender Centre Research, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong on 23 June 2016 and discussed with
other individuals and organisations supporting sex workers’
rights on direction of future works, in hopes to garner more
support for the advocacy of sex work decriminalisation.

During the event, AIHK announced the publication of “Harmfully
Isolated: Criminalising Sex Work in Hong Kong”. Apart from
Hong Kong, they have also conducted research on the sex
workers in Argentina, Norway and Papua New Guinea.

Al urges Hong Kong to decriminalise sex work and get rid of
all laws that prohibit and punish sex workers and sex work
activities, which include laws such as soliciting and operating a
“vice establishment”. The Hong Kong government should also
make a clear stance on prohibiting the use of coercions and
threats by the police force in both normal and undercover
operation, moreover, to not utilise immigration laws as a mean
to punish foreign and mainland sex workers.
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For the period between 7/2015 and 6/2016, we were
honoured to receive continuous support from various
agencies for our different areas of work. We feel
compelled to express our grateful thanks to The AIDS
Trust Fund, Beat Drugs Fund, Sedan Chair Charities Fund,
Sir Robert Hotung Charitable Fund and Ng Teng Fong
Charitable Foundation.

Also, we held two charity sales on 22 Nov 2015 and 23
Feb 2016 and together raised HK$12983. And from
the AFRO charity walk held on 21 Feb 2016 and the
donation boxes placed in bars in Wan Chai, HK$49000
and HK$28855.9 were raised.
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We would like to express our most sincere thanks to the following donors and supporters for their generous help

during the year 2015/16.

Adam Schall Chapel Committee Sedan Chair Charities Fund

Apple Daily Charitable Foundation The AIDS Trust Fund

Beat Drugs Fund The American Women's Association of Hong Kong
Department of Family Medicine and Primary Care, The Cathedral Clares

The University of Hong Kong The Missionary Sisters of St. Columban

Diagnostix Pathology Laboratories Ltd.
The Shamdasani Foundation

Jardine Lloyd
The Sir Robert Ho Tung Charitable Fund

Kum Studio Ltd.
Vita Printing Co. Ltd.

Neo-Health (HK) Limited

Ng Teng Fong Charitable Foundation Ltd.
Professional Wills

Shelsham Trading Co. Ltd.

School of Public Health and Primary Care,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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