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BRI E About AFRO

o =EMTINRI093E - —HAESEN ° Sinc_e 1993 AFRO has been providing
IR ZE A 2N MY R S N 22 1 12 it R 7R B services and support to women, both
HHE - local and those from elsewhere, who

work in the sex industry in Hong Kong.

o SREEEMESEE EEEFS e AFRO is a charitable organisation, a
WERELIHE - %%&dﬂfﬂﬁi‘“’fr&%’% ki member of the Hong Kong Women'’s
BREENERBHINORE - Coalition on Equal Opportunities, the

Hong Kong Coalition of AIDS Service
Organisations and the Hong Kong
Council of Social Service.
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We believe that for the advancement of
society, every individual's personal
freedom, dignity and basic human
rights should be protected and
promoted. Society should embrace
diversity and facilitate the efforts of all
sectors to bring about necessary social
change to enable all persons to enjoy
their human rights.

We firmly believe that sex work is a
legitimate occupation and we advocate
the acceptance of sex workers’ rights
and decriminalisation of sex work. Our
aims are to ensure that every sex
worker has the right to:

obtain fair treatment by law,
be free from coercion and violence,
safeguard her/his own health,

be treated as a person, a service
provider, and not as a commodity,

have the terms of contracts honoured
and not changed without consent.
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HITZB® Executive Committee (2013)

o ETE:THBE
Chair: Dr. Francois FONG Yeung

o BIER:
Vice-chair: Ms. Moyreen Gillian TILBROOK

o RETE . 2BXXL
Hon. Treasurer: Ms. Victoria CHEUK Chiu Man

* BVEWUZE  RERREXL
Hon. Secretary: Ms. Tammy NG AU Tip Yee

o B BIHHE - WERALE
Member: Prof. Susanne CHOI Yuk Ping, Mr. Steve HO Wai Ming

I BERA
Patron: Mrs. Anne Marden



g Staff (7/2012-6/2013)

TTEARE - BORD o MEIERFH . ZElS
Executive Director: Assistant Programme Officer:
Kendy YIM Kit Sum Katie NG Ka Yi

(2 Until 7/6/2013)
IBEEFE  RER
Programme Officer: o JEHE : FEA
Cherry CHUI Man Chi Programme Assistant:

Sylvan PANG Sze Wan
o BHFEMHE : &80
Programme Officer: o =i (FRE)  BEE
Peggy MAK Sze Ming Accountant (Part-time):
Lucy TAM Yee Ha
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HEL A4 Student Interns

*

BERZE Kaman YEUNG Ka Man
(6/2012 — 7/2012) ¢

E1Z58 Kenneth TONG Yiu Keung
(6/2012 — 7/2012) .

L&t Mancy NG Man Sze
(1/2013 - 5/2013) ¢

#2588 Mary LAI Tsz Ying
(1/2013 -5/2013)
=)%Z & Irene TIU Ling Lai
(6/2013 - 8/2013)

ZhH 4= Estella KWOK Nga Ting
(6/2013 - 8/2013)
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Chairperson’s Report
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Time flies! Looking back I have been as
EXCO member of AFRO for 6 years and
Chairman for the past 2 years. It is
time to pass the responsibility to my
successor.

In the past years, it was a very
memorable year. AFRO had cerebrated
20th Anniversary with its founder, Sister
Ann; Mrs Marden, our patron; Ms Emily
Lau, member of the Legislative Council
and many supporters, volunteers and
friends from many other organisations.

20 years ago, one person had a vision
for a group of women who were often
neglected by our society. A group many
people wish it does not exist or turned a
blind eye on.

Sister Ann started AFRO with little
resources but a burning passion for
female sex workers, reaching out to
them, giving them a helping hand; let
them know there is love and care in our
society.
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Having this mission in heart, AFRO with its
staff, volunteers, EXCO members and
supporters continued the work. AFRO has
grown and matured in the past 20 years.
AFRO has maintained the passion that
Sister Ann instilled. AFRO has continued to
provide support to female sex workers in
many ways, legal support, advocacy, and
health services.

It is our belief that all human are born
equal regardless their background and
occupation. People are equally respectable
when they are earning their living with
their own labour. AFRO has been upholding
this belief in the past 20 years and will
continue to do so.

Your support to us will continue to propel
us to continue the work, although there
may not be an end, every bit of effort we
put in, someone, somehow will be
benefited.

As always, the end of this Chairman’s
report signifies a new beginning for the
coming year. Let the good work of AFRO
continue.

Dr Francois Fong
Chairman
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In 2013, AFRO turned 20. Probably, the
three founders of AFRO had never
thought that this small group would have
become an organisation as it is now.

As a small NGO which provides support
to one of the most vulnerable groups in
Hong Kong, AFRO has had difficulties in
fund raising, recruiting staff and
volunteers etc., which sometimes affect
our service scale. Fortunately, we haven't
failed to maintain the quality of our work
and make it even more holistic.

Again, very fortunately, whenever it
comes to a critical point, we are always
able to go beyond the barriers and go
ahead. We are in debt to sex workers for
their trust and support. It gives
meanings to AFRO’s work, and pushes
AFRO to overcome all difficulties and
move forward.
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Looking back at the past 20 years, sex
workers, a social group which everyone
knew its existence yet chose to avoid, has
gradually gained public concern. We are
thankful to scholars, teachers and
individuals from various areas for bringing
sex workers’ issues into lectures, classes,
various professional areas and
communities, so that more people,
especially the younger generation, can
understand more about the sex industry
and the situation of sex workers.

We also notice that although there is room
for improvement, over the past two decades
there have been positive changes in how
media and police handle sex workers
related reports and cases. We believe that
real contact and in-person interaction can
contribute to elimination of
misunderstandings and prejudices towards
sex workers, and the establishment of a
favourable environment which supports sex
workers to fight for reasonable rights and
fair treatments on a structural level.
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There is no quick path for anti-discrimination
and rights advocacy work. Over the past two
decades, various individuals and organisations
have contributed to the efforts and the
achievements are noted. After AFRO, particularly
in the past few years, several sex workers
support groups were founded, which
undoubtedly have injected new ideas to the
movement and constituted a stronger force.

More importantly, in spite of discrimination and
stigmatisation, in recent years and through
different channels, more and more sex workers
have joined conversation with the public, to let
others know more about their real lives, the
problems facing them within the existing legal
and cultural frameworks, and the legal reform
and social changes that they long for.

Engaged in this process of social change, I have
been giving, and taking, and witnessed some
important changes. I am truly amazed at the
miracles of lives. For the coming decade, I wish
you can be there, with AFRO.

Executive Director
Kendy Yim
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To celebrate AFRO’s 20th Anniversary, we
held a cocktail party on 20 May. More than
100 guests joined us for the big day,
including Sister Ann Gray, Mrs. Anne Marden,
Ms. Emily Lau, friends from NGOs and
government departments, volunteers and
sex workers etc. Despite of the bad weather,
friends and fellow sex workers stood together
with AFRO and walked through the rain. We
hope that more sex workers can come out
and strive for their rights, and we will see
you at our 40th Anniversary.

On 21 June, we had an outing at Tso Kung
Tam Recreation Centre to once again
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of AFRO with
fellow sex workers. In spite of the unstable
weather, we had indoor %roup games which
brought lots of fun and through which we
also reviewed the work of AFRO in the past
years. We all learnt how to make ange
mobile phone charms, which symbolise love
and care, and exchanged them among
ourselves.
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1.1 #7550 Drop-in Centre
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From July 2012 to June 2013, number of
visits by sex workers and their families to our
Drop-in Centre was 2483, of these 2428
were made by sex workers and 55 were
made by their families.

As in the previous year, sex workers came to
AFRO’s Drop-in Centre mainly to use AFRO
Clinic’'s and AFRO Shop’s services, to use
computer, and to seek information on STI,
HIV/AIDS, general health, laws and legal
rights etc.



METIEE REZAFEFE ST OLAKX
No. of Visits by Sex Workers and their Families to AFRQ’s Drop-in Centre

(7/2012-6/2013)

K H & Place of Origin

FIZ5 AZKX No. of Visits

2012/13

2011/12

77 Hong Kong

1816 (73.14%)

1905 (70.24%)

e Az Mainland China

641 (25.82%)

769 (28.36%)

Z=E Thailand

17 (0.68%)

26 (0.96%)

JEfEZE The Philippines 8 (0.32%) 11 (0.41%)
HAf, Other 1 (0.04%) 1 (0.04%)
4 Total 2483 (100%) 2712 (100%)




1.2 & Ez2ZFr AFRO Clinic
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From July 2012 to June 2013, our centre-
based clinic services have been used for 555
times, while out outreach clinic services have
been used for 111 times. Last project
supported by AID Trust Fund ended in July
2012 and the new 3 years programme
started in April 2013. We are deeply grateful
for ATF’s continuous support. Through the
programme, we provide outreach and
centre-based free screening tests for HIV
and Syphilis, and related sexual health
education for sex workers.

Apart from HIV and Syphilis, AFRO Clinic also
provides free testing for Gonorrhea,
Chlamydia and Pap smear test etc. Our
heartfelt thanks go to our long-term partners,
The Jockey Club School of Public Health and
Primary Care of The Chinese University of
Hong Kong and Diagnostix Pathology
Laboratories Ltd.

We continue to offer attachment programme
to medical students of The Chinese
Universig)/ of Hong Kong, aiming to enhance
their understanding on sex workers and the
sex industry, and their knowledge of
women'’s health, gynecological check-up,
scr;?%n_,/_'?g tests for and prevention of HIV

an .



T EEE AT 2P (hO)RRE AX
No. of Visits by Sex Workers to AFRO Clinic (Centre-based)

(07/2012-06/2013)

K H#ilE Place of Origin

F[EH5 AKX No. of Visits

2012/13

2011/12

7% Hong Kong

447 (80.54%)

570 (77.66%)

A7 Mainland China

91 (16.40%)

115 (15.67%)

ZZ[E Thailand

11 (1.98%)

16 (2.18%)

JEfEZ The Philippines

6 (1.08%)

33 (4.50%)

¢y Total

555 (100%)

734 (100%)




MTIEEEMATEZIONE)RE AKX
No. of Visits by Sex Workers to AFRQO Clinic (Outreach)

(07/2012-06/2013)

K EHE Place of Origin

B2 AR % A2 No. of Service Used

7% & Hong Kong

41 (36.94%)

] A7 Mainland China

0 (0.00%)

ZZE Thailand

34 (30.63%)

JEfRE The Philippines

36 (32.43%)

HA Other 0 (0.00%)
ZEgy Total 111 (100%)
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BERETEIENHEBEER 2FE - 2012/13 e  Due to some changes in the form of

FEZINETFREEGHEE - H20125F7 sponsorship, the scale of AFRO’s outreach

BHZ2013F6H @ HMBBIINEHLEBUT service for the period between July 2012 and

TEE3063 AR - Ed 1631 AR A IEER June 2013 was slightly adjusted. For this

MTIEE  MBEIR EF—FEAK - period, we have made outreach contact with

sex workers for 3063 times. Among them

i , " NN 1631 were contacts newly made at the time
¢ Iﬁﬁ E-JN &Hﬁ%%@lﬁéﬁz'ﬁgﬁ of visit. The figures were smaller than the

%%EQE%%E%E%@%&EI%E ) ones of the previous year.

o CaNENEN Y L2 N

HarE }.\\%%ZTZ!\IVE%— ' *HE/%IT’EZ . .

RBERERZEEREEEN ZEEM * Due to the high turnover within the sex

FFEEFH - industry, outreach is still the most important

channel through which we make initial
contact and develop network with sex
workers and therefore remains a core part of
our work. According to the stability of
funding support, outreach services in the
coming year will be scaled up.



SNEREETE TFE AR (FERE & )
No. of Qutreach Contacts with Sex Workers (by Place of Origin)

(07/2012-06/2013)

K EHE Place of Origin

B A2t No. of Contacts

2012/13

2011/12

753 Hong Kong

2130 (69.54%)

2766 (63.56%)

R A7 Mainland China

76 (2.48%)

94 (2.16%)

Z=[& Thailand

261 (8.52%)

462 (10.62%)

JEfEZ The Philippines

589 (19.23%)

993 (22.82%)

HAlr Other 7 (0.23%) 37 (0.85%)
4l Total 3063 (100%) 4352 (100%)




SNERERE M TAFE AR (FZIIESAT)
No. of Qutreach Contacts with Sex Workers (by Workplace)

(07/2012-06/2013)

TAEEAT Workplace i A2 No. of Contacts
2012/13 2011/12
JEIE Bar 971 (31.70%) 1611 (37.02%)

FHOK / 7K 44€r Karaoke Night Club

232 (7.57%)

259 (5.95%)

=2 Sauna

203 (6.63%)

201 (4.62%)

HEZIE | &4 Hair Salon / Foot Spa

257 (8.39%)

356 (8.18%)

—F— One-woman Apartment

1290 (42.12%)

1786 (41.04%)

##70H Street

109 (3.56%)

134 (3.08%)

JEJE Hotel 1 (0.03%) 5 (0.11%)
4 Total 3063 (100%) 4352 (100%)
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For the period between July 2012 and June
2013, we have received 1702 hotline (24-
hour) calls from sex workers.

Sex workers called mainly to make enquiries
and appointments for AFRO Centre’s
activities, AFRO Clinic’s and AFRO Shop’s
services, and also for legal, health and
medical information.



METIEERERGARX (FEREHE )
No. of Hotline Calls made by Sex Workers (by Place of Origin)

(07/2012-06/2013)

K EHE Place of Origin

AREEZE No. of Calls

2012/13

2011/12

753 Hong Kong

1615 (94.89%)

1924 (93.72%)

R A7 Mainland China

36 (2.12%)

60 (2.92%)

Z=[& Thailand

17 (1.00%)

40 (1.95%)

JEfEZ The Philippines

27 (1.59%)

22 (1.07%)

HAth, Other 7 (0.41%) 7 (0.34%)
4agy Total 1702 (100%) 2053 (100%)
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Education
and Empowerment
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Apart from providing outreach, hotline, clinic,
accompanying and referral services, through
newsletters, centre-based activities, training
workshops etc., we shared with sex workers
important messages about work and daily
life-related, and facilitated them to protect
their rights and give mutual support amon
fellow sex workers. Issues discussed include
sexual health and women’s health, stress
management and mental health, flirting skills,
self-defense technigues and personal safety,
decriminalisation of sex work, legal rights,
police rights and human rights, nuisance
calls, personal loans, lease, vocational
retraining etc.

We also held festival celebrations and
outdoor activities etc., to on one hand
remind sex workers to enjoy lives, and on
the other facilitate communication among
sex workers.

We worked with Hong Kong Photographic
Culture Association and invite sex workers to
participate in “"Eye To Eye: Jockey Club Social
Documentation Project”. The participant
received basic photography training provided
by the association and after that used her
camera to share with the others the other
side of sex workers. Her works were
displayed in an exhibition tour which was
held at four places in Hong Kong.
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Public Education
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To enhance the general public’s
understanding on sex workers and the sex
industry, in the past year we have
continued to give school talks and public
sharing, receive visitors and organise public
activities. Through various public education
activities, we have reached about 1200
individuals.

In Aug 2013, we organised a volunteer
gathering, to facilitate exchange among
experienced AFRO volunteers. They shared
their outreach experiences, had discussion
on improvement of outreach skills, as well
as reflection of the situation of sex workers.
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Sex Workers Freedom Festival
(11-12/2012)
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AFRO, Teens’ Key, JJJ Association and
Midnight Blue organised series of public
activities, to create an opportunity for the
public to approach, to know and to
communicate with sex workers.

On 17 Nov 2012. The four organisations
organised a day tour for college students,
aiming to let them know more about the
backgrounds, developments and main areas
of work of the four organisations and the
differences between them and the
mainstream service organisations. From the
tour the participants also learned about the
history and various forms of sex work in
Hong Kong, as well as occupational health
and safety and legal issues facing sex
workers. The issue about "sex work as
work” was also explored. The participants
also had face-to-face conversation with a
sex worker aiming to enhance their
understanding on the industry and the
situation of sex workers.
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An event called "Sex Worker Integrated
Worship and Sharing Session” was held on
15 Dec 2012. During the event, 3 sex
workers shared their experiences with 40
Christian participants. The participants had
an open discussion concerning the possible
conflicts between their religious belief and
sex work.

The seminar “"Sexual Desire amd Law” was
held on 16 December 2012. The guest
speakers included Lily, sex worker of one
woman apartment, Dr. Andy CHIU Man
Chung, Associate Professor of Law and
Business Department, Hong Kong Shue Yan
University and TAM Chun Yin, Secretary-
general of Labour Party. The three speakers
shared respectively on:

1) The difficulties which fellow sex workers

experienced at the setting of one woman
apartments.

2) The ideas of the existing sex work-related laws;
the possibility of including decriminalisation of sex
work in the political agenda in the near future.

3) The experience of organising sex workers who
worked in saunas as massage technicians to strive
for long service payments about 20 years ago,; the
feasibility of sex workers forming a union in order to
strike for rights as a collective.
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International Human Rights Day 2012
Carnival was held on 8 December. Through
exhibitions, forums and performances, the
current status of human rights in Hong
Kong, China and the international
community and the ways how human rights
should/could be protected were introduced
to the public. AFRO and several other
organisations that are devoted for human
rights protection and promotion held booths
to promote relevant messages. Our focus
fell on the situation of the sex industry and
human rights abuse against sex workers.
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In the past year, we continued to work with
Hong Kong Women’s Coalition on Equal
opportunities, and at various meetings with
political parties, Equal Opportunities,
Women’s Commission and the Chief Executive
of Hong Kong, we brought up issues about
sex workers’” human rights and personal
safety to arouse further concern. They
included: elimination of occupation-based
discrimination, improvement of law
enforcement, revision of the police’s internal
guidelines for sting operation which allows
police officers receiving hand-jobs during
evidence collection, revision of current laws
and the definition of “vice-establishment”,
legal reform that allows at least two sex
workers to co-work in one premises for
mutual support etc.
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The survey results indicated that more than
1/7 women had been confronted with sexual
violence (136, 15.4%). Situations among
female workers in the catering industry and
the sex industry were the most serious.
47.1% of interviewed female sex workers
have been confronted with sexual violence.

AFRO urged the police to face and tackle the
violence against sex workers seriously, to
revise the internal guidelines for sting
operation and disallow police officers from
enjoying any forms of sexual services, in
order to protect and show respect to sex
workers.
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A Survey on Occupational Safety of
Female Sex Workers in Hong Kong
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During the period between March 2006 and
March 2007, AFRO had conducted an open-
end questionnaire survey among 113 sex
workers working in different establishments,
aiming to gain a better understanding on the
occupational safety and health problems
facing them, including unsafe sex, violence,
forced sex act, robbery, threats, blackmail,
sexual harassments and sexual violence etc.
A report was released in June 2006 and
recommendations were made accordingly.

A similar survey was conducted again among
sex workers during the period between May
2011 and January 2012, with an aim to
systematically collect information about
possible changes in the health and safety
issues that sex workers are facing and the
ways they deal with them. We hoped that the
survey result could adequately reflect the
situation of sex workers and provide hints for
necessary improvement of our services. We
also hoped that the survey could arouse
concern of the public and the relevant
government departments, and discrimination
and misuse of power could be abolished. The
survey report was released in December 2012.
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AFRO is grateful to receive a generous
donation of HK$100,000 from Ng Teng Fong
Charitable Foundation. We are delighted to
know that our services for female sex workers,
a group of women who are usually socially
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excluded and marginalised, have been
recognised and supported. We also wish to
extend our deepest thanks to Dr. Rosanna
Tick Ming Wong, DBE, JP, Executive Director
of the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups,
for her recommending AFRO.

We are delighted to have Sedan Chair
Charities Fund’s support (HK$22,000), to
support the AFRO, together with sex workers,
to produce our quarterly newsletters to sex
workers.

AFRO’s Walkathon (2012) was held on 4 Nov
2012 morning. The event raised HK$60,000.

AFRO fund raising bazaars was held on 2 Dec
2012. The event raised HK$15,326.

From July 2012 to June 2013, HK$26,101.3
was collected from the donation boxes placed
in AFRO Centre and bars in Wan Chai.

In the year 2012/13, donation collected
through the auto-pay system is HK$40,570.
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