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® FHERIIN1993F » —H AESBICEMER e  Since 1993 AFRO has provided services and

%E’\Jzﬁiﬂj )525%?‘@?%@@@&% ﬁ/,_’j\ii%fé 0 support to women, bo_th local an_d those f_rom
elsewhere, who work in the sex industry in Hong
Kong.

¢ FEEEHNEZEEL 258 FERE
I 2R ~ AR IR RS A R R e AFRO is a charitable organisation, a member of the
eIk e - Hong Kong Women'’s Coalition on Equal
Opportunities, the Hong Kong Coalition of AIDS
Service Organisations and the Hong Kong Council
of Social Service.
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<HA{dHAF Vision and Mission

We believe that for the advancement of society,
every individual's personal freedom, dignity and
basic human rights should be protected and
promoted. Society should embrace diversity and
facilitate the efforts of all sectors to bring about
necessary social change to enable all persons to
enjoy their human rights.

We firmly believe that sex work is a legitimate
occupation and we advocate the acceptance of sex
workers’ rights and decriminalisation of sex work.
Our aims are to ensure that every sex worker has
the right to:

obtain fair treatment by law,

be free from coercion and violence,

safeguard her own health,

be treated as a person, a service provider, and not
as a commodity,

have the terms of contracts honoured and not
changed without consent.
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N {TZ 22 Executive Committee (2011)

¢ T REEHA
Chair: Ms. Nancy LEUNG LUI Mo Ching

¢ EIEFE : Moyreen Gillian Tilbrook
Vice-chair: Ms. Moyreen Gillian TILBROOK

o WEHEE : JjGRAE
Hon. Treasurer: Dr. Francois FONG Yeung

o HAERLE ¢ BRAL
Hon. Secretary: Ms. Lydia CHIU Hung

* EH5 AL
Member: Ms. Tammy NG AU Tip Yee



O

4 2 Staff (7/2010-6/2011)

o {TEUEEED : BORL o DWEUREHFEM  REA
Executive Director: Assistant Programme Officer:
Kendy YIM Kit Sum Katie NG Ka Yi

(Eg from 4/4/2011)
& JEHFEME C IREEE

Programme Officer: o IFHBM @ ara
Cherry CHUI Man Chi Programme Assistant:

Sylvan PANG Sze Wan
o JHHEME: RXE

Programme Officer: & i (GERR) : ESE
Connie CHAN Man Wai Accountant (Part-time):
(% until 10/2/2011) Lucy TAM Yee Ha

o JHHFEME T HIEX
Programme Officer:
Victoria CHEUK Chiu Man
(£ until 31/3/2011)
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7B A Student Interns

M

* 285 MAK Ho Ling ¢ [H#ELEE Cyan CHAN Yan Yan
(10/2010-4/2011) (5/2011-7/2011)

& 5 FEEE Yik Kwan Pik & [OP%Ei Venus YAU Tsz King
(1/2011-4/2011) (5/2011-7/2011)

¢ [§REEF Chan Lai Yi ¢ HY#E CHARM Hoi Ting
(3/2011-4/2011) (6/2011 — 8/2011)

¢ &g Mak Chi Kin ¢ 225Kk#5 Vivian LEUNG Wing Yeung

(3/2011-4/2011) (6/2011 — 8/2011)
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Every year when preparing the Chair’s report, |
always refer back to the newsletters for major events
and incidents. In fact, you will see the organisation’s
growth and work from the rest of this report and as
highlighted from the Executive Director’s report. This
year, my attention is drawn to the News Biz.

In different parts of the world, there continue to have
many incidents that sex workers being unreasonably
arrested and harassed by law enforcers;
identification being disclosed by reporters; robbed
and even murdered due to their vulnerability as a
marginalised group of workers. At the same time, it
is really encouraging that many countries have made
a progressive step in protecting these stigmatised
workers. Take the example of New York. A group
called New York Initiatives, formed by professionals
including lawyers and martial specialists, helps sex
workers when faced with brutal customers. Ontario,
Canada recognised that many anti-prostitution laws
in fact pushed sex workers to work in dangerous
environments. | strongly believe that this is really
something that the Hong Kong Government worth
considering.
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Bear in mind that all human beings are equal and
should enjoy basic human rights. Somehow sex
workers’ work and their rights to express ideas are
being suppressed!

We surely understand that rights come with
responsibilities. These workers make contribution
to the society, share the responsibility in socio-
sexual harmony, their rights are often being seized.
Sex work is work; sex workers are also workers.
Many people have negative impressions on sex
workers. In fact, if we can spend some time to get
to know them, understand their work, we will
definitely see more talents and different aspects of
these workers.
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Last note in my report is to thank all sex workers,
volunteers, supporters, staff team and Exco
Members for their hard work and contributions in
the past year in making our work possible and
bringing AFRO to what we are today. A special
thank to Moyreen Tilbrook, who has served the full
term of six years on the Exco. Moyreen, in her
capacity as the Vice Chair, has helped the
organisation and me tremendously through her
network and influence, especially in raising funds
and awareness of the situation of sex workers and
the sex industry to many professional women
groups.

We shall continue to think outside the box and
expand our services to the needy women in this
industry. To make this happen, we rely on your
support!

Nancy Leung
Nov 2011
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For the past year, AFRO has witnessed a stable and
continuous development. Through outreach, drop-in
centre and AFRO Clinic, we were able to extend our
network to more sex workers. Extra efforts were
made on outreach visits to foot-spas, sauna and
karaoke clubs etc., with an aim to enable a better
service coverage.

Through AFRO Club and monthly gatherings, we
have had regular sharing sessions with sex workers
for mutual learning and for fun. Sex workers have
also been engaged in various public education
activities and advocacy work.

We patrticipated in the Labour Day Rally and other
public education events, in order to promote sex
workers’rights and the message “Sex Work is Work”.
To stimulate public discussion on decriminalisation of
sex work, in Dec 2010, we organised a public forum
at which representatives from Collective of Sex
Workers and Supporters (COSWAS), an
organisation which provides support to sex workers
in Taiwan, shared their views on the latest
development of Taiwan’s policy on sex trade.
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One of the key messages that we strived to
convey to the public throughout the year was
about building a harmonious neighbourhood,
eliminating discrimination and preventing violence
against sex workers. In Dec 2010, we released
the report of “A Survey on the Relationship
between the Street-based Sex Workers and the
Community”. The survey findings indicate that
“60% of the informants (120 persons) agree that
street-based sex workers are part of the
community”, and that “64% of the informants
consider that street-based sex workers have not
at all affected their daily lives.” We have shared
the survey findings with the relevant government
departments and district councils, and with the
general public on the occasions of the
International Human Rights Day (2010) and the
Hong Kong Sex Culture Festival (2011), to
advocate for the development of a community
that respects diversities.

In collaboration with the Hong Kong Association
of Business and Professional Women, we worked
on a documentary film about sex workers aiming
to enhance the understanding of the general
public on sex workers.
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EIREE—4F » TPIR T SRR M IET(F see that v?/e have been a)tl)le to maintaign a high
et BB X BB RETRE © MES : i :

ETEE;AE:: A IR MR " quality of direct services to sex workers. As for
B G TAE 71 > BeMT2R2%E8H B R public education and advocacy, we understand
WIE—H—Am] DAZEE] - 2R » (eSS F11H that changes do not happen overnight.
G ch » /DA H S TAEE Ne\llertheless, rea:jli%inghthat s?.(dwork?rs \[/)vgrq

it R B A , ToAE no longer targeted by the candidates for District
%ﬁ%%{@%iﬁgéjﬁi»ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁgg Council Election in Nov this year, we are
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y convinced that our efforts were not left in vain.
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With the efforts made by all fellow sex workers,

T %0tk ~ IZEEE S ~ B35 - §Y[EE - peer educators, colleagues, student interns,
ET ~ W FZggENILES I E& HITFRT volunteers and Executive Committee members,
IR o RAERFILE B E—E » 8% as well as the support from all friends and

- = e supporters, | believe we, as a collective, will
THEEE  FHENE o FEAR | Bp

definitely become stronger and more powerful.

Heartfelt thanks to all of you!
BRI
2011F11H
Kendy Yim
Nov 2011
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to popularise the discourse about decriminalisation

((E=EISiIE e NETrINEE YA of sex work.



SIFHRL
Drop-in Centre
(2011)

EHR kT

Direct Services



" S

1.1 #g594» Drop-in Centre

A EEEIT ORI EE R TS S
B~ BHESUIR ~ BRT ARSI ffIE
M IeE = ET S e m S/ NEH (BH
L EBURE T TR R 2
AT Ry ) RURAE -

BE—F > FEIE R LAIMETIFE R
ANFE2694 \2K > & 12554 AT R TAE &R
i LAO N B H 5 A © M TAEERIACE]
SO EE H AV B RS ~ (E R Jﬁﬁ
fed ik ~ SORERIMN - BW - — KR
R SRR E T -

We run a drop-in centre where we conduct
empowerment and educational programmes, and
offer emotional support, a clinic and legal
consultation.

This is also the base for our Peer Education
Programme and AFRO Shop, a small shop that
sells condoms and lubricants and promotes safe
sex among sex workers.

In the last year, the number of visits by sex workers
and their families to our Drop-in Centre was 2694,
of these 2554 were made by sex workers and 140
were made by their families. Sex workers came to
AFROQO’s Drop-in Centre mainly to use computer, to
use clinic service, to seek information on STI,
HIV/AIDS, general health, and laws and legal rights
etc.
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No. of Visits by Sex Workers and their Families to the Drop-in Centre

(07/2010-06/2011)

AR EHIE Place of Origin FIE5 A2k No. of Visits

2010/11 2009/10
# 4 Hong Kong 1754 (65.11%) 1319 (64.00%)
H1 R Kz Mainland China 881 (32.70%) 688 (33.38%)
Z:[# Thailand 27 (1.00%) 31 (1.50%)
JEEZE The Philippines 29 (1.08%) 23 (1.12%)
HAth Others 3 (0.11%) 0 (0.00 %)
4EHEg Total 2694 (100%) 2061(100%)
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In collaboration with the School of Public Health and
Primary Care of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, AFRO continued to provide one-stop sexual
health service for female sex workers. The
programme was jointly designed and implemented
by outreach workers of AFRO and medical
professional. We offered medical consultation, tests
and treatment. The services were not only given at
the AFRO centre but also delivered to sex workers’
work places.

This programme was supported by the Hong Kong
AIDS Trust Fund during the period between April
2010 and June 2011. From July 2010 to June 2011,
our centre-based clinic services have been used for
690 times, while the outreach clinic services have
been used for 402 times.



O
B BB R NER R ER X (TS

No. of AFRO’s Clinic Service (Centre-based and Outreach) Used (by Workplace)
(7/2010-6/2011)

il
o CHOK/E
139 Karaoke/ Nightclub
319
e —H-
Street One Woman
185 Apartment 188
HEE/ 2B/
B RE

Hair-salon/Foot-spa/

Sauna/Massage Palour
64

A
Other 4
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* &b@%ﬁﬁ TAEhE I —(f R EEEE e  Outreach is a core part of AFRO’s work. Through
o 1B A2 outreach visits, we are able to get in touch and
HEIMEELRET] > ?‘Zﬁ FDABL B 21 T develop network with more sex workers, and let
ﬁ% IR EESMETEEEES - them know more about AFRO.

- RN e  For the period between July 2010 and June 2011,
¢ 2010975 £:201156 5 » FAIAIVMEA we have paid outreach visits to bars (315 visits),

B R FE T IHEETEE3152K ~ RHOK / 7744 karaoke / nightclubs (213 visits), hair-salons / foot-
@ 213k ~ HEE | Eal ;’,‘%g | % E 5% 269 spas / sauna / massage parlours (269 visits), one-
/o T, 4ESE » S T woman apartments (2207 visits), as well as streets
_ o N DV in various districts (28 visits). We made totally 5767
TE&S767 AR - HEH 2758 A—j@%%ﬁ%ﬁ%é’\] contacts with sex workers. Among them 2758 were
METAESE - contacts newly made at the time of visit.

e  Topics for outreach (and drop-in centre activities) in
¢ AR FAYNER UL ER B - e the past year included: safe sex and sexual health,

6 fb@i MEfERE - /ifiﬁ,’iiﬁf ¥~ JEEEEEE laws, legal rights and police power, evidence

SEIT22E NOERMELS - [BRER MR A ~ & collection and crime reporting, mutual help among
e e a kers and within the neighbourhood

SRME BiEEE - Sex WOT !

recruitment for the AFRO Club etc.
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No. of Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers (by Place of Origin)
(7/2010-6/2011)

s
Hong Kong
3436
FEE
The Philippines
#H 1311
Thailand
AR 705
Mainland China HAh
257 Other
58
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No. of Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers (by Workplace)
(7/2010-6/2011) i

S One Woman

Apartment 2259

EHIOK/K e HEE/ BB/
Karaoke/ Nightclub B2 R

639 Hair-salon/Foot-spa/ B
Street
Sauna/Massage Palour 387

312




Legal Talk
(28/3/2011)
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Education and Empowerment
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Apart from integrating the element of empowerment
into direct services, we also conducted educational
and empowerment sessions through peer education,
AFRO Club activities and monthly gatherings etc.,
aiming to encourage sex workers to further engage
themselves in protecting their own rights and well-
beings, as well as public education for anti-
discrimination and advocacy work for sex workers’
rights promotion and decriminalisation of sex work.

AFRO Club

In April 2011, members got together to celebrate
the 1st Anniversary of AFRO Club. At the party,
members were able to meet and get to know each
other. It was also reiterated that AFRO Club is a
platform for sex workers to get together, to raise
issues that they concern, to voice out for sex
worker’s rights and protection, and to work towards
decriminalisation of sex work.

At this time there are about 90 members of AFRO
Club. Training and Sharing topics in the past year
include laws and proper procedure for law
enforcement, crime report and evidence collection
for (sexual) violence cases, legal rights and human
rights, decriminalisation of sex work, personal
safety protection, fire prevention, safe sex and
HIV/STI, cancer prevention, stress management,
money management etc.
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Hong Kong Sex Culture Festival
(13/3/2011)
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Public Education
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In the past year, through school talks, sharing
sessions and receiving visitors to the Drop-in
Centre, we had sharing with about 800 persons on
our work and the current situation of sex workers.

In Sep and Oct 2010, we organised a series of
public talks and sharing sessions with sex workers,
aiming to facilitate the participants from the public,
from cultural, historical, theological, feminist and
legal perspectives, to have a better understanding
on sex work, to discuss issues related to the
industry and the workers, and to explore the
possibility of decriminalisation of sex work.

Another round of Daytime Volunteer Training was
conducted in Jun and Jul 2011. We are glad to see
that our volunteer team is once again strengthened.
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P& A\ FEH ZFEE (12/12/2010) International Human Rights Day Carnival (12 Dec)
e  The theme of the International Human Rights Day
& 2010EAY AR EEIFE AE HFBA5E50Y T8 By Carnival 2010 was “Fight for Dignity!” . AFRO’s
TRERE | EAME ) | o FEARYELAILL activities were focused on harmonious
THREEM S AESFY | B EEELS neighbourhood. We displayed news clipping on
A RS B T RS M B R g » mqtual help cases between sex Worqus and the
. \Bs s LaA s o neighbourhood, and had discussion with the
Bty N TR o B A B T : .
SRR . public. We hope that it would enhance the
{EE B NIEERR (R > JRPRIT - relationship between sex workers and the

neighbourhood, and help eliminate discrimination

[ hem.
B EE M EET(13/3/2011) againstthem
The 4th Hong Kong Sex Cultural Festival
o  SHEEHSIERGT W E E [F S Magic
KMegan &5 » FTEHEEANGA TS e  Magic and Megan, the two student interns of

Hiep s DISEFETEH - AFRQ, des_igned a poIIin_g board for the public to
participate in the scenario of sex workers and vote

for their response to certain incidents.
o GEREUR o REMOEEE N LRl R T R E
Hir N—1 > FAEERETENES B e  The poll results indicated that most voters

MAEEIFEE L > HEEHRHRET - regarded sex workers as any other people who
have freedom to choose their work. They

expressed that they were willing to offer help if

& FRARH AL TR EE A LR E A crime occurred against sex workers.
B PTACRD TR B TR R
A FMIREIF R = - e  We are pleased to see that most voters from Hong

Kong and even some from Mainland China do
respect sex workers’ rights choice of work.
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Labour Day Rally (1/5/2011)

We strongly believe that sex work is work and sex
workers are part of the labour force. On 1 May
2011, sex workers, volunteers and staff of AFRO
joined the rally organised by the Hong Kong
Confederation of Trade Unions, in order to express
our determination to fight for recognition of sex work
as work and the rights that sex workers should be
entitled to.

Suki, a sex worker who joined the rally that day,
would like to share some of her thoughts:

“l participated in the International Labour Day Rally
with AFRO and other sex workers concern groups
on 1 May. We appealed for recognition of sex work
as work and elimination of discrimination and
marginalisation against sex workers.

| believe we are not different from other workers
who make efforts and provide services to make a
living. Sex work therefore should be regarded as an
occupation and as a work. Besides, the fact that the
sex industry has been existing for a long time well
indicates there is a need for the service and there is
value of it. Therefore, we have to call for the
recognition of sex workers’ rights. We should not be
degraded and treated with injustice!

In the rally, we also protested against the abuse of
police power. For instances, some police officers
enjoy free sexual services when taking undercover
actions, while some of them exploit sex workers
who may not know their rights when reporting a
case to the police. Furthermore, we fought for
decriminalising sex work and omitting the legal
provision “Soliciting for an Immoral Purpose”. |
found it very meaningful to join this rally and voice
for the rights of sex workers.”
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Forum on the latest development of the

policy on sex trade in Taiwan (18/12/2010)

By the end of 2011, the government of Taiwan have
to amend the existing law that penalises only the
sex workers but not the clients. It was estimated
that the new legislation would not penalise both
parties but only outlaw those privately operated
brothel and the street-based sex workers. The
government of Taiwan had mentioned about the
possibility of setting up red light districts, and that
sex workers might be allowed to operate
individually, similar to the one woman apartment in
Hong Kong.

On 12 Dec 2010, AFRO invited representatives
from Collective of Sex Workers and Supporters
(COSWAS), an organisation which provides support
to sex workers in Taiwan, to share their views on
the latest development of Taiwan’s policy on sex
trade. We have also expressed our views on the
importance of the personal safety of the sex
workers in one woman apartment, and reiterated
our goal of decriminalisation of sex work.
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Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women

o 2010FE7H19H » BB CFEHEE LG e On 19 Jul 2010, the representative of AFRO

AR (S AT (Y /L attended the meeting of Hong Kong Government” s
S ORI 2LV ) 28 report on the CEDAW at the Legislative Council, to

reveal the situation of discrimination against female
sex workers in Hong Kong. Female sex workers are
also part of women; they face sex discrimination
and gender inequalities like other women do. And at
the same time, they suffer stigmatisation of sex
work and therefore are heavily discriminated and
marginalised in the society. AFRO believes that the
Hong Kong Government” s report on the CEDAW
did not adequately reflect the situation of
discrimination against female sex workers and
provide solution accordingly.
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On 7 May 2011, the representative of AFRO
attended the Women’ s NGO Forum organised by
the Hong Kong Federation of Women " s Centres,
Women’ s Studies Research Centre and Centre for
Comparative and Public Law of the University of
Hong Kong, and shared AFRO " s experience of
working with the CEDAW. It was emphasised that
sex work should be delinked from exploitation of
women and the trafficking issues, and that the
convention should recognize voluntary sex work as
work, protect sex workers” rights as workers’
rights and economic rights, and include sexual right
as one of the rights that women and men can
equally enjoy, same as economic, social,cultural,
civil and political rights.
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Community Stakeholders’ Consultation

Meeting for the Development of
Recommended HIV/AIDS Strategies for
Hong Kong 2012-2016

2 AFRO staff members and 2 peer educators
attended the Session for Female Sex Workers (26
Jan) of the Community Stakeholders’ Consultation
Meeting for the Development of Recommended
HIV/AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong 2012-2016, and
shared their views on the current needs of the
community, the vision of the next five years, the
strategies that need to be continued and need to be
in place.

The participants came up with 11 recommendations
and set the priorities, including: improve the service
of Social Hygiene Clinic and reform its charging
policy; utilize multi-media for positive, open and
popular HIV/AIDS education; eliminate
discrimination and stigmatization, initiate cross-
bureau/department cooperation; decriminalise sex
work; stop using condoms as evidence to arrest and
prosecute sex workers.

The organiser would circulate the first draft of the
consultation for participants’ comments. The final
draft would be submitted to the Advisory Council on
AIDS, Hong Kong.
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“A survey on the relationship between

street-based sex workers and the
community” (16/12/2010)

From Mar 2008 to Jan 2009, 9 sex workers had
been murdered. To help prevent further violent
incidents and protect the personal safety of sex
workers, we have to eliminate discrimination against
them, and to build up harmonious relationship within
the neighbourhood.

AFRO conducted a questionnaire survey on the
relationship between street-based sex workers and
the community in Jul 2009, and Apr and May 2010.
The results were released on 6 Dec 2010, the day
before the International Day to End Violence
Against Sex Workers, to bring out the inter-linkage
between a harmonious community and the personal
safety of sex workers.
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We are honoured to have become The Helena
May’s Charity of the Year in 2011. We are very
grateful for their recognition and support. The
Cheque Presentation Ceremony will be held in Jan
2012.

AFRQ'’s Walkathon (2010) was held on 7 Nov
morning. The event raised $45,260.

AFRO held 2 fund raising bazaars on 1 Aug 2010
and 5 Dec 2010. The events raised $5,159 and
$25,113.

From July 2010 to June 2011, $19,884 was
collected from the donation boxes placed in our
centre and the bars in Wan Chai.

In the year 2010/11, donation collected through the
auto-pay system is $42,700.
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