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1.  SEX INDUSTRY BIZ NEWS 

 

1.1 Tips on fire prevention 

The no 3 alarm fire at Ma Tau Wai Road alerts the safety in those sub-divided flats.  

 

The outbreak of the fire at Ma Tau Wai Road has aroused public concern on 

sub-divided flats. It is understood that many sex workers are working in sub-divided 

flats with packed and narrow corridors, the capacity of the fire prevention devices is 

therefore vital. 

  

There are some hidden dangers in sub-divided flats which sex workers should pay 

attention to:  

  

1)      The route of fire escape is blocked 

2)       Usually, a flat is further divided into numbers of small rooms. It is not 

uncommon that more than ten households live on the same floor. The materials used 

for division are usually flammable, and narrow corridors are also full of debris. If fire 

outbreaks, it will spread out quickly and it will be hard to escape. 

3)      With the division of numerous flats which results in addition of households, the 

usage of water and electricity will exceed the carrying capacity. 

  

Although there are different levels of dangers in those sub-divided flats, fire can be 

prevented if sex workers can keep an eye on that from time to time. Following are 

some fire-prevention tips: 

  

1)      Place a fire extinguisher or fire chatter in every flat 

2)      Do not put any debris at the corridor and staircase. It will block the escape 

route and accelerate the spreading of the fire. 

3)      Try to leave some space behind the electrical appliances such as television and 

fridge for cooling. 

4)      Turn off all the electrical appliances when you leave your flat. This prevents 

short circuit due to overheated wires.  

5)      Do not use more than one universal adaptor on one single electric socket. And 

do not plug too many plugs on one single socket. 

6)      Do not use plugs with cracks or sign of overheating (e.g. Discolor, burnt or 

distort) or signs of loosening 



7)      Make sure the cigarette end is fully extinguished and dispose of it properly into 

the rubbish bin  

8)      If there is any suspected sign of fire, do not use the lift. 

  

In order to prevent from hazards, remember to keep your own vigilance and take early 

prevention.  

  

2. WORK REPORT 

2.1  ‘Love Ideas ♥ HK’ 

‘Love Ideas ♥ HK’s public voting has ended on 3 July.  

  

We would like to give a big thank you to all of you, who have voted and supported 

AFRO’s work.  

  

Thank You!  

  

3.  COMING EVENTS 

  

3.1 July tea gathering - Outing 

  

It’s Summer time! AFRO is organising an Outing on 23rd July, 2011 (Saturday). 

Please do not hesitate to call us at 2770 1002 for enquires and seat reservations.  

  

4 AFRO’S NEWS READING 

 

Taunts Derail Sex Workers' Kids in Kolkata 

http://www.womensenews.org/story/prostitution-and-trafficking/110613/taunts-derail-

sex-workers-kids-in-kolkata 

  

By Ajitha Menon 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

  

Study hard, finish education and find a job. 

  

Those were 12-year-old Tanzina Khatun's rules for life until boys at her school found 

out that she lived in the red-light area in north Kolkata. 

  

"Once they realized my mother was a sex worker, they started taunting me constantly. 



Once one of them even snatched my 'dupatta' (long stole) and said 'you will become 

like your mother, what's the point in coming to school?' My mother complained to the 

teachers but the situation did not change. Even the teachers accused me of provoking 

the boys," she says. 

  

Tanzina is 17 now and the humiliation still seemed fresh, five years later. She has 

dropped out of school and is being tutored to become a dancer in the red-light district. 

  

“I have plans to sit for my matriculation privately," she adds. 

  

She joins a large number of students who drop out of secondary school either because 

they are embarrassed about having parents in sex work or can't afford tuition, 

according to a 2010 study commissioned by UNICEF and the Women and Child and 

Social Welfare Department of the government of West Bengal. 

  

Girls are also often pressured to follow a family tradition of women earning a living 

by sex work. 

  

"Things remain fine up to the primary level as queries from young children on family 

backgrounds are limited," says Bharati Dey, 54, program director of the Mahila 

Samanway Committee, a nongovernmental organization run by the sex workers in 

Kolkata. 

  

She says problems arise in higher grades when students get more curious and 

intrusive with one another. 

  

"This often leads to humiliation and a psychological inadequacy amongst children 

from red-light areas as friends start avoiding or ostracizing them once the truth comes 

out," Dey says. 

  

Dey says a push to educate the children of sex workers grew out of an STD/HIV 

intervention program in 1992. 

  

"We realized that empowering the sex workers and their children was essential. Labor 

rights and education became the two rallying points," Dey says. 

  

The 2010 study surveyed 2,003 children in 1,200 sample families living in red-light 

areas. Of these, 471 never attended school, 384 stopped going to school in the 



pre-primary stage, 758 stopped going to school after the primary level and 377 

completed secondary level. Only 13 managed to continue until the higher secondary 

level. 

  

Among students aged 14-18, 101 male teens dropped out of school and 133 female 

teens dropped out. 

  

"I was increasingly made to feel like an alien by other children in school. They treated 

me as abnormal just because I belonged to a red-light area," says Loknath 

Bhattacharya, 20. "I am doing my graduation privately through the Indira Gandhi 

Open University now. But I realize that any workplace I join will create similar 

problems." 

  

Researchers found that mothers in the study were keen to give their child an education. 

Almost all sex workers enroll their children in school. 

  

Mothers themselves enrolled 70 percent of the children while advocacy groups 

handled the rest. 

  

Joydev Mazumdar is director of the Jayaprakash Institute of Social Change, which 

conducted the study. He says that student dropout rates rise as their mothers age and 

their income declines. 

  

The study found that 75 percent of the mothers were single-handedly providing funds 

for their children's study materials, while 21 percent were helped by nongovernmental 

groups. 

  

The mothers' customers, who sometimes father these children, remain insensitive to 

their needs. 

  

"This indicates the disjointed family structure that these children are subjected to, 

which adversely affects their personality growth and sense of social esteem," says 

Mazumdar. 

  

Priya Ghosh, 14, is taking dance classes and resigned to a future in the brothel. "My 

mother could not pay my school fees, so I had to quit," she recalls. 

  

Sangita Kurmi, 21, made it to middle school but then dropped out to become a sex 



worker and make a living. 

  

The story is not too different for the boys, many of who wind up as male prostitutes or 

pimps. 

  

"Many also turn to crime," says Dey. "The humiliation in school, often suffered at the 

delicate ages of 9 and 10, makes them psychologically dysfunctional. They start 

thinking that their mothers have no respect, that they themselves have no honor or 

pride. Crime seems very attractive to them as they are then not answerable to 

society." 

  

Researchers recommended more vocational training courses for the offspring of sex 

workers, particularly female adolescents under pressure to earn money. They also 

suggested community centers for the children with hours of operation that would 

cover the odd work hours of sex workers. 

  

But only so much can be achieved by sex workers, their children and advocates. The 

researchers also pleaded for greater sensitivity from school communities--teachers, 

parents and children--towards the vulnerabilities students. 

  

Comment:  

Stigmatisation not only harms sex workers, but also poses great influence on their 

children and people around them. Sex workers’ children are individuals whom should 

be respected and no stigma should be attached to them. We should all work towards a 

stigma-free society that provides them equal opportunities and blissful life.  
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